
MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE JOINT INDEPENDENT AUDIT 
COMMITTEE HELD AT POLICE HEADQUARTERS, KIDLINGTON ON 19 
AUGUST 2015 COMMENCING AT 2.00PM  AND CONCLUDED AT  3.05PM 
 
Present: 
Dr L Lee (Chairman), R Jones, Mrs A Phillips OBE 
 
Also Present: 
Police and Crime Commissioner 
 
Chief Officers present: 
Chief Constable, PCC’s Chief Finance Officer, Director of Finance,  
External Audit Manager 
 
 
 
123 STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 2014/15  
 
Members were reminded that the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011 
had created two ‘corporation sole’ bodies, the Police and Crime Commissioner for 
Thames Valley and the Chief Constable. Each corporation sole was required to 
produce their own set of financial statements and annual governance statement. 
Members received a copy of both documents (not reproduced).  
 
The report showed that, overall, the revenue budget had been underspent by 
£3.072m or just 0.7% of the approved net cost of services of £421.150m. The capital 
outturn of £14.476m was £12.012m below the approved capital programme of 
£26.487m. This annual variance comprised slippage of expenditure of £10.749m and 
scheme underspends of £1.263m.  
 
Members had an opportunity to present questions and raise points of clarification on 
both Statements.  
 
Members of the Committee placed on record their congratulations to all officers 
concerned for the work undertaken in producing a good set of Statement of Accounts 
compliant with the reporting requirements within the statutory deadline. 
 
RESOLVED: That the two separate Statement of Accounts for the Police and Crime 
Commissioner and Group and the Chief Constable be noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



124 AUDIT RESULTS REPORT 
 
Members received a report which summarised the findings from the 2014/15 audit 
which was substantially complete. The report included the messages arising from the 
audit of the PCC’s and Chief Constable financial statements and the results of the 
work undertaken to assess arrangements to secure value for money in the use of 
resources. 
 
The Assistant Manager briefly went through the report highlighting the following 
points: 
 

 Financial statements – with the completion of outstanding work an unqualified 
opinion on the financial statements will be issued 

 

 Value for money – with the completion of outstanding work it has been 
concluded that the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner for Thames 
Valley and the Chief Constable have made appropriate arrangements to 
secure economy, efficiency and effectiveness in the use of resources. 
 
The External Audit Manager emphasised that this year she has consulted 
widely with other colleagues from other public sectors to ensure that the 
methodologies used to arrive at the conclusions have been rigorous as can be 
as there was an ever increasing focus on those areas in all public sectors. 

 

 Whole of Government Accounts – when the auditors tried to submit the Whole 
of Government Accounts return for TVP they were told by the key contact at 
the DCLG that it wasn’t possible to submit it until the end of September as 
they wanted to give auditors and bodies the maximum time to reduce counter-
party differences between bodies. 

 
Members noted the above with regret. 

 
The External Audit Manager referred to two matters which related to the Group 
accounts namely; 
 

 Testing of journals identified that supporting documentation was not always 
attached to the journal and these were cases without an adequate explanation 
of the purpose of the journal; and 

 Electronic journals are prepared and sent to systems support who upload the 
journal and it is then sent back to the originator for approval. In effect the 
same person is preparing and approving the journal. 

 
Members sought an explanation on the above. The Director of Finance advised that 
new processes would be implemented in her Department to rectify the situation and 
every effort would be made to prevent these problems recurring in the future. 
 
 
RESOLVED: That the receipt of the external auditor’s unqualified audit opinion on 
the accounts be noted. 


